La Isla del Encanto

The day Columbus landed on this shore

To colonize the island and explore

He saw this “rich port” land provided more

Than anything he’d ever seen before.

He paved the way for one conquistador

Juan Ponce de Leon, the new governor,

Who made it clear that Spaniards would restore

A ruling class that no one could ignore.

Taino natives then became new slaves.

Diseases soon would send them to their graves.

Then Africans were rounded up by race

And shipped across the sea to take their place.

The U.S.-Spanish conflict did create

A Puerto Rico that could be a state.

For several years this ongoing debate

Has many sides stuck in a real stalemate

Including those who chose to emigrate.

But this dispute will not cause any harm

To Coqui frogs who sound like an alarm.

 “La Isla del Encanto” keeps its charm.
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La Isla del Encanto

The day Columbus landed on this shore

To colonize the island and explore

He saw this “rich port” land provided more

Than anything he’d ever seen before.

He paved the way for one conquistador

Juan Ponce de Leon, the new governor,

Who made it clear that Spaniards would restore

A ruling class that no one could ignore.

Taino natives then became new slaves.

Diseases soon would send them to their graves.

Then Africans were rounded up by race

And shipped across the sea to take their place.

The U.S.-Spanish conflict did create

A Puerto Rico that could be a state.

For many years this has been a debate.

But this dispute will not cause any harm

To Coqui frogs who sound like an alarm,

The clear blue beaches with their water warm,

Or rolling mountains near a coffee farm.

“La Isla del Encanto” has much charm.
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